Travel and Emergency Medicine Rotation

April 2005

Marine/Tropical Medicine topics will include:

Marine medicine cases/ Ichthyosarcotoxism impact on the third world.

Sea-snakes, marine envenomations and third world fisherman. Travel medicine cases

Health and sustainable fisheries – implications for 3rd world fishermen

Travel Vaccinations, malaraia prophylaxis, travel diseases

Tropical arthropod-vector borne disease: Dengue, Yellow Fever, Chagas disease

Gastroenteritis, malaria, leprosy, leptospirosis, leishmaniais, myiasis

Tropical med kits, travel pharmacy

At conference evening session: student may present a brief lecture on ethics of pharmaceutical companies’ priorities and tropical diseases.

Readings by Robert Desowitz: Malaria Capers.  He writes about public health and third world diseases. 

Issues that we will cover: Kala azar. Entamoeba histolitica, Malaria, Rabies, African Sleeping sickness, Chaga’s disease.

Readings by Tracy Kidder: Mountains beyond mountains – healing the world. Providing free care to the poor in Russia, Peru, Haiti for patients with Tuberculosis, HIV.

Topic for Research and Discussion 1 – Pharmaceutical companies discontinuing drugs for tropical parasites, not devoting research money to third world disease. 

The case  of Vaniqa TM (Eflornithine topical) medication effective for African Sleeping Sickness and for Hirsutism, but marketed only to first world women.

Topic for Research and Discussion 2 – First world foreign aid. Effectiveness of WHO at managing disease

Topic for Research and Discussion 3 – Best approach to TB, cost effectiveness of providing expensive drugs for multidrug resistant strains. Same issues with HIV. Should pharmaceutical companies provide the most expensive drugs for free or low cost to third word countries? Should generics be available to the third world for patent-protected drugs.

